
                                 JOURNALISM
Merit Badge Requirements

1) Do ONE of the following:
A) Read a local newspaper, a national newspaper, a newsmagazine, and a computerized online news source.  From each of
these, clip stories about the same event.  Put each item on a separate piece of paper.  Write an analysis comparing the
different stories, explaining how the stories are objective or subjective and how each publication handled the story differently
depending on its purpose or audience.
B) All on the same day, watch a local television newscast, watch a national network newscast, listen to a radio newscast, an d
study the computerized online news provided by a national news broadcast source.  List the different news items, features,
and editorials on the broadcasts, including the time in minutes and seconds devoted to each story, and print out a copy of the
online edition's "front page."  Write an analysis comparing the different story lists, explaining how the stories are objective or
subjective and why different news outlets treated the stories differently.

2) Do either A OR B:
A) Print Journalism:

1) Visit a newspaper office and tour the various divisions, including the newsroom, the editorial offices, the business
side, and the printing plant.  During your tour, talk to an editor or reporter about what it's like to be a newspaper
journalist, where they get story ideas, and what makes a good newspaper.  If possible, go with a reporter and your
buddy to cover a news event.  Get your parent's permission first.
2) With the help of your counselor, prepare a front-page newspaper layout.  Edit copy, proofread a story after it has
been typeset, and be able to explain the printing process.

B) Broadcast Journalism:
1) Visit a radio or television station and tour the various divisions, including the newsroom, the studios, the control
rooms, and the business side.  During your tour, talk to a producer or reporter about what it's like to e a broadcast
journalist, where they get story ideas, and what makes a good station.  If possible, go with a reporter and your buddy
to cover a news event.  Get your parent's permission first.
2) With the help of your counselor, prepare a television or radio news show format.  Edit audiotape or videotape,
and be able to explain what it takes to broadcast radio or television news.

3) Attend a news event and do ONE of the following:
A) Write a newspaper story about the event, a sidebar feature, and either an editorial or a critical review of the event.
B) Using radio or TV style, write a news story about the event, a color story, and either an editorial or critical review of the
event.
C) Take a series of photographs that would help to tell the story in pictures, including some news photos and some feature
photos.  Write cutlines for your photos and a brief story of the event.

4) Answer at least three of five questions about qualifications, educational preparations, training opportunities, wages, and personal
satisfaction in a career in journalism.



Requirement 1

You have been given two choices for this requirement.  Select and complete one of them.

If you selected Option A:

__ Collect a local newspaper, a national newspaper, a newsmagazine, and a computerized online news report.  You will want to
collect these items all on the same day, or within a day or two of each other.

__ Read each of the news items you collected.  Find a story in each publication about the same news event.  Clip out an article from
each source about this one event.  Attach each article on a separate piece of paper.

Write a brief analysis comparing the different stories: ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



For each of the publications, do/answer the following:

Local Newspaper - Article Headline: _____________________________________________________________________________

Explaining how the story is objective or subjective: __________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe how this publication handled the story differently depending on its purpose or audience: _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

National  Newspaper - Article Headline: __________________________________________________________________________

Explaining how the story is objective or subjective: __________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe how this publication handled the story differently depending on its purpose or audience: ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



News Magazine - Article Headline: ______________________________________________________________________________

Explaining how the story is objective or subjective: __________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe how this publication handled the story differently depending on its purpose or audience: _____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Online News Source - Article Headline: __________________________________________________________________________

Explaining how the story is objective or subjective: __________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe how this publication handled the story differently depending on its purpose or audience: ____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



All on the same day, watch a local television newscast, watch a national network newscast, listen to a radio newscast, and study the
computerized online news provided by a national news broadcast source.

As you watch, listen to, and read each broadcast list the different items, features and editorials, including the time in minutes and
seconds devoted to each story.  In the spaces provided below list the items with a brief headline or title and indicate weather it is a
regular news item,  or editorial.  This worksheet provides spaces for 10 news items.  If you need more space you can attach a new
sheet of paper to the worksheet.

Local Television Newscast: Date: ____________________          Time: _______________          Station: __________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

National Network Newscast: Date: ____________________          Time: _______________          Station: __________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________



Radio Newscast:                Date: ____________________          Time: _______________          Station: __________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

National Online News Broadcast: Date: ____________________          Time: _______________          Source: __________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

Item: __________________________________________________________________________________          Duration: ________

__ Print out a copy of the online edition's "front page"  to show to your counselor.



Use this area to write a brief analysis comparing the different story lists, explaining how the stories are objective or subjective: ______
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain why different news outlets treated the stories differently: _______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Requirement 2

You have been given two options for this requirement.  Select and complete one of them.

If you selected Option A:     Print Journalism

Visit a newspaper office and tour the various divisions, including the newsroom, the editorial offices, the business side and the
printing plant.

During your tour, talk to an editor or a reporter.  Ask the person the questions outlined and record the answers they gave:

What is it like to be a newspaper journalist? ________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do they get their story ideas from? __________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What makes a good newspaper? _________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If possible, go with a reporter and your buddy to cover a news event.  Give a brief description of your experience: ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

With the help of your counselor, prepare a front-page newspaper layout.  Edit copy, proofread a story after it has been typeset.  Give a
brief description of your front-page: ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain the printing process: ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



If you selected Option B:     Broadcast Journalism

Visit a radio or television station and tour the various divisions, including the newsroom, the studios,  the control rooms, and the
business side.

During your tour, talk to a producer or a reporter.  Ask the person the questions outlined and record the answers they gave:

What is it like to be a broadcast journalist? _________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do they get their story ideas from? __________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What makes a good station? ____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If possible, go with a reporter and your buddy to cover a news event.  Give a brief description of your experience: ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

With the help of your counselor, prepare a television or radio news show format.  Edit audiotape or videotape.  Give a brief
description of your show format: _________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain what it takes to broadcast radio or television news: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Requirement 3

You have been given three options for this requirement.  After attending a news event, select and complete one of the requirement
options below.

If you selected Option A:

Use the following area to write a newspaper story about the new event you attended: _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a sidebar feature: ________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an editorial or a critical review of the event: ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



If you selected Option B:

Using radio or TV style:

Write a news story about the news event: __________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write a color story about the news event: __________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write an editorial or a critical review of the event: ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________



If you selected Option C:

Take a series of photographs that would help to tell the story in pictures, including some news photos and some feature photos.

__ Write cut lines on the back side of each photo and show them to your counselor.

Write a brief story of the event: __________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*NOTE - Do you have your Photography merit badge?  If you are planning on earning the Photography merit badge, you may want to look at the requirements and see
if they are similar to this requirement.

Requirement 4

You have been asked to answer at least three of five questions about qualifications, educational preparations, training opportunities,
wages, and personal satisfaction in a career in journalism.  List the questions and answers below.  You may want to visit with your
counselor for more instruction on this requirement.

Question: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________


